
HIGHLY PATHOGENIC AVIAN 
INFLUENZA

B I O S E C U R I T Y  A N D  S A F E T Y



HPAI 101
Avian influenza or bird flu refers to infection caused by avian influenza 
type A viruses. 

It is generally spread through mucuous, saliva or feces of infected birds. It 
can also spread via contaminated surfaces and materials such as clothing, 
shoes, vehicles etc. 

Wild aquatic birds, domestic poultry and their predators/scavengers are 
most suspectible to infection.



HPAI 101 

Raptors typically don't show clinical signs until right before death. 
Neurological signs such as depression, apathy, difficulty breathing, 
twisted neck, head tilt, tremors, inability to stand and lack of 
appetite are common.

Infected waterfowl and poultry may show no clinical signs at all or 
my exhibit swelling around the eyes and head, tremors, nasal 
discharge, purple discoloration of legs and feet and diarrhea. 

There is currently no treatment or cure.

Signs and Symptoms

In Chickens the incubation period is typically 3-14 days. Raptors 
are known to show no clinical signs until just before death. 
While human infections are rare, the incubation periods is 2-5 
days.

Incubation period 



WHY NOW?
Numerous migratory bird species (particularly waterfowl) that may carry the 
HPAI virus use the same breeding and staging grounds in northern North 
America and Siberia. 

Species from North America and Asia often times co-mingle on these grounds, 
providing opportunity for HPAI viruses of different types to move between birds, 
mutate or even co-exist in the same bird.

 These birds may then carry the virus long distances through various flyways as 
they migrate because the virus is usually not pathogenic to waterfowl or other 
migrating species. As these wild birds fly south for the winter and north in the 
spring, their flyways take them over much of the US where they can shed the 
virus along the way.

Its all his fault



2021/2022





Biosecurity
The virus has been found to persist in water 
for 32 days, over a month in moist feces and 
in frozen carcasses. 

Fortunately it is a fragile virus and easily 
destroyed by disinfectants such as bleach, 
nolvosan and chlorhexadine.



Clothing and 
Gear

Separate field clothes
Change of shoes
Foot baths - 
Cover bedding 
Solid roof over 
weathering yard
Fine mesh for 
windows/walls



Food Sources - currently 
verified to be using 
biosecurity measures

Mike Dupuy Hawk Food
Cavendish Game Farm
Big Apple Herp



Hunting Safety
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/publications/animal_ 
health/2015/fsc_hpai_hunters.pdf



Reporting Suspected Cases of HPAI

 
NYS Depart of Agriculture and Markets                 518-457-3502
USDA                                                                          866-536-7593



Resources
 
 Most up to date infection information: 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/hpai/hpai-background-clinical- 
illness.htm    
Biosecurity 101:           
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal- 
disease-information/avian/defend-the-flock-program/dtf- 
biosecurity/bird-biosecurity                                                        



QUESTIONS?


